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1 Purpose of the report 

 
1.1 To present the recommendations of the Cabinet in respect of the Local Council Tax 

Support Scheme review 2015/16 
 
2 Recommendations 

2.1  The Cabinet recommends that  
1. the findings of the consultation process for the review of the Local Council Tax  

Support Scheme for 2015/16 be noted; 
2. following the outcome of the consultation exercise, the changes to the Local 

Council Tax  Support Scheme as shown at Option 4 within paragraph 4.1 to the 
appended report, changing to a cap at 80% of Band A from 75% and the income 
taper to 20p from 30p, be agreed; 

3. Option 5 within paragraph 4.1 to the appended report for the development of a 
Hardship Fund for 2015/16 be approved; 

4. the considerations of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee at the meeting held on 
11th November 2014 be noted; 

5. the proposed Local Council Tax Support Scheme 2015/16 be approved in  
accordance with section 67 of the Local Government Finance Act 2012. 

 
2 Report 

 
3.1 Schedule 1A of the Local Government Finance Act 2012 requires local authorities to 

consider whether to revise or to replace its Local Council Tax Support Scheme each 
year.  The Act further requires Councils to consult in this order should amendments to 
the Scheme be considered: 

• consult with precept authorities  

• publish a draft scheme in such manner as it thinks fit 

• consult such other persons as it considers are likely to have an interest in the 
operation of the scheme. 

 
3.2      The appended report and appendices (page 82 onwards in the Council agenda pack) 

detail the consultation undertaken, the response to that consultation and the 
considerations of the Cabinet. 
 
 



 
 

3.3     The Local Council Tax Support Scheme was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee at a meeting held on 11th November 2014.  The Committee, in considering 
the report submitted for consultative purposes, requested the Director of Finance to 
circulate a brief case study to the members of the Committee regarding a disabled 
claimant, and made comment regarding the nature of the resident consultation, 
considering that for the next round questions asked needed redesign so as to improve 
the information being reported; that questions used were too specific and led to 
anticipated responses; and that a new category for Disabled people as a separate 
group be considered.  The proposals for the Council Tax Support Scheme 2015/16 
were received and noted. 

 
 


